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Banwell Parish Council – Who we are 
Parish and Town Councils are the level of local government closest to the needs of local people. Parish and Town 

councils are created in law and are required to act within the laws by exercising the powers and functions which 

have been conferred on them by Acts of Parliament. A Parish Council is the first tier of local government in 

England and as an elected body we are responsible and responsive to our electorate. 

However, these laws give the Parish and Town council a wide remit within which to improve the lives of their 

local community. The Council collects a precept each year (a sum collected with the council tax each year from 

the householders in the parish) specifically intended to maintain and improve facilities and services for local 

people. Our work falls into three categories:  

• Representing the community 

• Delivering services to meet local needs 

• Striving to improve quality of life in the Parish. 

We provide and maintain a variety of important and visible local services including; bus shelters, cemetery, 
community safety and crime reduction measures, dog bins, events and festivals, footpaths, leisure facilities, 
litter bins, open spaces, street cleaning, traffic calming and youth projects among others. 
 
Banwell Parish Council is made up of 12 Councillor positions of which we currently have 9 councillors - all of 

whom are volunteers. The period of office of a Councillor is normally 4 years, but if they have been co-opted or 

elected at a bye-election, they will serve until the next normal election. 

Banwell Parish Council currently employ two members of staff: The Clerk – Liz Shayler and The Communications 

Officer - Daisy Finniear   

 

Your Parish Council 
Councillors       

Paul Harding (Chairman)     
Phil Baird (Vice – Chairman) 
Paul Adams 
Paul Blatchford 
Stephen Davies 
Nick Manley 
Maggie McCarthy 
Dawn Parry 
Paul Philcox 
Vacancy 
Vacancy 
Vacancy 

Clerk 
Liz Shayler 
 
Contact 
Banwell Parish Office 
Banwell Youth and Community Centre 
West Street 
Banwell 
North Somerset 
BS29 6BD 
 
Tel: 01934 820442 
Email: clerk@banwellparishcouncil.org.uk 
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Banwell Parish Council Chairman’s Report 2020-21 
Welcome & good evening everyone, welcome to the 2021 Parish Assembly. 

We were unable to hold the Parish Assembly last year due to the outbreak of Covid. Don’t worry we all thought, the Prime 
Minister has said we will flatten the curve in three weeks, so a year on, and billions of pounds of tax payers money given 
to companies no one has ever heard of for PPE, and the world beating test and trace system, I shall say no more on that 
one, we are still in the middle of the greatest pandemic in living memory, so tonight we are on Zoom. Hopefully, given the 
success of the vaccination program, the end is in sight. 

A year ago, who had ever heard of Zoom, in fact who had really heard of Covid. Such a short word for a virus that has 
caused the deaths of millions, directly or indirectly, and has changed the way we live and work forever. It has also meant 
that the Parish Council has stepped into the role of other organisations to provide advice, support, and even food to our 
residents and needy families.  

Many thanks must go to Liz our clerk, Russ the assistant clerk (unpaid), Churchill and Langford Mini Bus Society, Banwell 
School and of course the Covid volunteers, all arranged and co-ordinated by Liz. Without these volunteers, much of what 
that has been achieved, would not have been. 

So, what has happened since the last meeting. 

Covid: – as this still dominates it seems fitting to start here: 

The PC has organised a network of Covid volunteers and street co-ordinators. Amongst other things, these volunteers 
have provided food or donated money, and have staffed the car park and provided crowd control in the surgery for the 
very successful Banwell Surgery vaccination days.  

The PC, working with Banwell School are now a recognised outpost of Weston Food Bank. We have provided food and 
cooking equipment to needy families cooked meals at Christmas and providing food in half term when the Government 
refused to do so.   

With the help of local chef’s, during the Easter holidays we ran an Easter Food Club – live streaming cooking events. The 
events are still on zoom if you want to follow them.  

We have provided a Zoom booth in the YCC to enable those without computers to contact Citizens Advice and use the 
internet.  

Our web site provides details of all local organisations and the help available. 

Staffing and YCC: - We have welcomed Daisy – our new Communications and Grant Funding Officer. You will see Daisy’s 
work on Facebook and our new logo. She has also started to bring in grant funding – the first of which was from Asda to 
help finance the Easter Food Club. 

We had a lot of work to do on the YCC due to years of neglect by North Somerset Council, but it is finally fit for purpose. 
We now have a safe and shiny new car park, new doors, a new security system and of course it is Covid secure. We are 
hoping to tap into grant funding to improve the green credentials of the building such as solar panels and an electric 
charging point. 

What else: 
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Due to the generosity of the Kathleen Jones Trust, the parish now has a new Scout and Guide Hut. The PC and Scouts have 
worked together on the site to enhance the external facilities of this new building.  

The long awaited By-Pass has been announced and more importantly funding allocated by government and a main 
contractor appointed. A bit of a double edged sword as inevitably the garden village will follow, and not everyone is in 
favour of the by-pass, but we now have a unique opportunity working with NSC to revitalise Banwell, provide effective 
traffic calming, ban most lorries and give us our village back. The route has not yet been finalised. Public consultation will 
start shortly. 

After years of denial, Wessex Water were responsible after all for the Banwell Bog at Riverside. It has now been repaired 
and dry again. 

Recreation Ground – we made improvements, provided picnic benches and the zip wire. Sadly, due to government 
guidelines, the zip wire is not yet operational. Hopefully by the end of June it will. More funding is available, so as Covid 
recedes, we will turn our attention to what else we can provide. We will also look to improve Riverside. 

The Youth Club is up and running again. Our providers are YMCA Dulverton. It is great to see our young people back in the 
YCC.  

There are many organisations within the village which you will be hearing from some of them shortly. These organisations 
need you to support them.   

The Parish Assembly is an opportunity for our organisations to say what they have achieved. Again, I offer my thanks to 
these organisations and hope they grow and continue to prosper in the next year. Similarly, we wish all the businesses in 
Banwell a prosperous year. Use them or lose them. 

Where do we go from here? The government in their wisdom has decided they don’t have enough time to extend the 
legislation allowing us to meet remotely, so from the middle of May, its back to live meetings, which we can’t have because 
we can’t meet inside until June. Regardless of what happens, your Parish Council will be here for you.  

Covid will dominate for some time, and even after it has subsided, we will continue to build on community spirit that has 
grown since Covid arrived. If you want to become a councillor, we have vacancies. If you want to help our Covid work 
either financially or in person, contact Liz. 

I shall hand you over to Liz to talk about our finances in a moment, and then the village organisations can have their say.  

All I have left to say is thank you for attending, and don’t forget, you are cordially invited to partake of cheese and wine 
at the end of the evening. Sorry forgot – Covid – you are welcome to partake of a virtual piece of cheese and glass of wine.  

 

Paul Harding,  

Chairman, Banwell Parish Council 
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Your Council Tax Precept 2021/22 Explained 

 

 

YOUR COUNCIL TAX PRECEPT EXPLAINED 

The primary source of income for most Parish Councils comes from the Precept, part of the Council Tax.  We 
hope to explain the contribution you make to the Parish Council through your Council tax and how it is spent. 
 

WHAT IS A PRECEPT? 

The Parish Council receives a small proportion of the local Council Tax.  It does not receive any direct funding 
from Central Government.  The funding collected pays for the running of the Council and the services it provides. 
 

HOW IS IT CALCULATED? 

The Parish Council makes an estimate of income and expenditure for the next financial year, including some for 
future planned projects and/or unexpected events.  It is then calculated as an amount per Council Tax Band D 
Property and added to the Council Tax Bill of all the dwellings within the Parish area. 
 

HOW IS IT RAISED? 

North Somerset Council collects your Council Tax on behalf of themselves, Police, Fire and the precepts for any 
Parish/Town Councils in their district.  It is important to note that Banwell Parish Council’s precept is just a small 
percentage of your overall Council Tax Bill. 

Council Office

Staff/Admin

Grants & Donations

Village Insurance

Community Picnic

Covid Support

Christmas Tree

£85.91

per Band D household per  
year

Banwell Recreation Ground
Riverside Play Area

Youth & Community Centre

Banwell Cemetery

Streetlight upgrades

Community Mowing

Community Dog Bins

Waste Removal

Bus Shelters
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HOW MUCH IS IT? 

For the second year running we have kept the precept requirement to £93,908.  Unfortunately, this year, there 
will be a small increase in the precept charged to Banwell residents due to decrease in the number of households 
contributing to the tax base.  From April 2021, the cost per average household (Band D property) has increased 
by 1.9% from £84.30 to £85.91 per annum. Our total budget for 2021/2022 amounts to £143,407, however 
using some of our reserves and considering section 106 allocations1 we can reduce our precept requirement to 
£93,908.  This figure is divided by the Council Tax Base to arrive at £85.91 per Band D property. 
 

HOW IS IT SPENT?  

Your precept is spent on maintaining the provision of all facilities and services the Parish Council offers as shown 
in the graphic. 
 

VILLAGE IMPROVEMENTS 

During the next year (2021/22) Banwell Parish Council are investigating the costs of a series of village 
improvements. This includes the following: 
 

• Looking into providing a new ‘Village Information Board’. 

• Upgrading the technology in the Youth & Community Centre to allow hybrid meetings.   

• Installing several new benches and bins around the village. 

• Reducing the carbon footprint of the Youth and Community Centre.  

• Sourcing Grant Funding for play equipment at Riverside 

• Continue our programme of upgrading old streetlights to LED. 

• Additional play equipment for the Recreation Ground using Section 106 money. 
 
We hope to continue to maintain our village to the highest standards, whilst keeping costs as low as possible. 
  

Join us – Banwell Parish Council needs you!  
Who is eligible? All members must be 18 years or more, an elector, or have lived or worked (as a principal place 
of work) in the locality or within 3 months of the parish (without reason for disqualification). 

What is expected of me? You will be required to attend one meeting of the full council per month, set aside 
time to read and respond to parish council information and champion the views of your residents. If you live or 
work in the locality and are interested in community matters and want to help make a difference then the Parish 
Council would like to hear from you. 

This is an exciting time to join Banwell Parish Council with a number of new projects on the horizon. Support 
and induction training will be provided. If you would like to find out more please contact the Clerk, Liz Shayler, 
by phone 01934 820442 or by email clerk@banwellparishcouncil.org.uk 

 
1 Section 106 is a legal agreement between an applicant seeking planning permission and the local planning authority, which is used 
to mitigate the impact of your new home on the local community and infrastructure. 
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 Banwell Easter Food Club Event 

 

 

Over the Easter Holidays, the Parish Council organised the ‘Easter Food Club’ event with live online cooking lessons taught 
by local chefs and teachers. Four tasty meals were made during the free sessions. Some families were given the 
opportunity to have a food and equipment box provided to take part in the sessions. This included a free Eco Activity Pack 
provided by North Somerset Council.  Thank you to Churchill School, Banwell School, North Somerset Council, Banwell 
Garden Centre, Trussell Trust and Stonebridge Farm for supporting this event, from providing equipment and ingredients 
to volunteering to run cooking sessions. The event would not have been the same without such strong community support.  

Missed the session but want to get involved? You can find the recipes on Banwell Parish Council’s website, including a link 

to the recorded cooking sessions for a limited time. If you were able to take part in the event in any way, we would love 

to hear from you! Contact the Clerk with your feedback. 

 

National Walking Month: Walking Buddies 

 

May is National Walking Month and Banwell Parish Council is in full support! Look out for updates on the Council’s 
Facebook Page and website on the benefits of walking, resources, and schemes to get you moving. The Council is also 
running its own scheme in support of National Walking Month and beyond called the ‘Walking Buddy Programme’. If you 
lack motivation to go for walks or are nervous to begin walking on your own, then contact the Clerk to sign up for a walking 
buddy to walk with you.  
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You can sign up as a ‘Walking Buddy Volunteer’ to help people in Banwell to get out and about for a stroll around the 

village. You will be matched up with an individual who has requested a walking buddy to provide company and support 

whilst out on walks around Banwell. Contact the Clerk to sign up as a volunteer – all welcome.  

More North Somerset walking schemes and resources can be found on the Go4Life website including walking routes, 

walking challenges, walking cafes and walking groups. Visit go4lifens.wordpress.com/national-walking-month for more 

information.  

 

Climate Communications Pilot 
The Centre for Sustainable Energy (CSE), an energy charity based in Bristol, recently launched a pilot programme to 

support Parish and Town councils with communication campaigns about the climate emergency. Over the last few months, 

the Parish Council took part in this pilot by sharing lots of information on social media about food waste, connecting with 

nature, low carbon travel, green gardening and insulating your home.  

We hope you found the tips and resources helpful. If the pilot helped you make some greener changes, we would love to 

know more. Let us know how the information from the scheme helped you, whether you have switch to peat free compost 

in your garden, have reduced your car travel or have connected more with nature - we want to hear from you! 

 

Support Local, Buy in Banwell Campaign  

 

Lockdown put a lot of pressure on many small businesses over the last year. To help support businesses in Banwell, the 

Parish Council started the “Buy in Banwell” social media campaign to encourage residents across the village to buy local. 

Businesses from around the village took part in the campaign, sharing information about their pub, shop, or café with us 

to share on social media. You can find out more about local businesses and the campaign by searching the hashtag 

#BuyInBanwell on Facebook. To extend this support, a local business directory has been set up on the Banwell Parish 

Council website. If you have a Banwell based business, you can get in touch to be added to the directory.  
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Banwell Food Bank Success 

 

Banwell Parish Council teamed up with Banwell School, Love Banwell and Langford Minibus Society to run a foodbank on 

behalf of Weston Foodbank from the Youth and Community Centre, West Street. Having a child at Banwell school has not 

been a requirement to receive a food parcel, instead parcels have been made available to anyone in need of support.  To 

request a food parcel application form or for more information, please email jo.arnold@banwellprimary.co.uk 

The Food Bank has received a huge number of donations, so thank you to all of those who have contributed. Non-

perishable food items are still being accepted and can be dropped between 10 and 12 Tuesday and Thursday morning to 

the Youth & Community Centre or by phoning Liz 01934 820442 to arrange a more convenient time. 

 

Citizens Advice & Zoom Booth  
Telephone or virtual appointments with Citizens Advice have been made available instead of face-to-face sessions over 

the last year. Banwell Parish Council have organised pre-arranged appointments every Tuesday between 9:30am and 1pm 

to help Banwell residents skip the queues when contacting Citizens Advice. With the ongoing restrictions resulting from 

coronavirus over the last year, many of us have found ourselves in unexpected situations. This year has been truly 

unprecedented; therefore, everyone has been welcomed to use this service which will continue as lockdown restrictions 

ease.   

For those who have had no or limited access to the internet, the Parish Council provided a Zoom Booth at the Youth & 

Community Centre on West Street. This has provided a safe space to use the internet to access Citizens Advice. This service 

will continue until further notice and appointments can be arranged by phoning Liz on 01934 820442 or emailing 

clerk@banwellparishcouncil.org.uk.  

 

mailto:clerk@banwellparishcouncil.org.uk
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COVID-19 Volunteers & Vaccination clinics  
At the beginning of lockdown in 2020, the Parish Council sent a call out for volunteers to support the Parish in these new 

and uncertain times. Initially, residents volunteered their time to help collect and distribute shopping and medicine as 

well as accept phone calls from those in need. This was a huge success and Banwell Parish Council are extremely grateful 

for the dedication of the COVID-19 volunteer team.  

As the vaccinations began to role out, the COVID-19 volunteer team evolved into a vaccination clinic support group. 

Several clinics have been held so far and each one as successful as the last with the support of our fantastic volunteers 

and the experienced staff at Banwell Surgery. At every clinic, the target of vaccinating 600 people a day has been hit or 

exceeded thanks to the efforts of all involved. Thank you to everyone who has helped with the vaccine role out, the Parish 

Council looks forward to many more successful vaccination clinics over the coming months.  

 

Grants 
The following grants have been awarded to the following groups during the last 12 months: 

 

Beneficiary  Amount 

Churchill & Langford Minibus Society  £500.00 

1st Banwell Scouts £1072.54 

Royal British Legion £60.00 

Marie Curie £300.00 

Vision, North Somerset £100.00 

Citizens Advice Bureau £3946.00 

  

Total: £5,978.54 
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Staying Informed 
As a Parish Council we are always looking to ensure our parishioners are kept up to date with the latest decisions by the 

council and are aware of the wider issues impacting those who reside and work within our Parish. Our main 

communication is through: 

Website  
www.banwellparishcouncil.org.uk   
A new edition to this is the Community Events Calendar which allows residents to check what other events are happening 
in the village if you would like to organise one of your own.  If you would like to notify us of an event, please contact Lisa 
Stannard lisa.stannard@newcreationchurches.org.uk or the Clerk. The website also allows the Council freedom to create 
community pages.  So, if you have a Community group that currently has no website and are interested in having a page 
please contact the Clerk on 820442 or email on clerk@banwellparishcouncil.org.uk  
 
Facebook and Twitter 
www.facebook.com/banwellparishcouncil 
www.twitter.com/banwellpc  
The Parish Council Facebook and Twitter pages provide the Parish Council with a much wider visibility in the community 
so residents of all ages will be able to keep up to date and in touch with news from the Parish Council. 
Parish Noticeboards  
General information and Parish Council Meeting agendas are also displayed on the parish noticeboards at the entrance to 
West Street carpark and the Recreation Ground. 
 

 

Parish Office 

The Parish Office is located at the Youth & Community Centre (at the bottom of West Street Carpark adjacent to the Scout 
Hut) and is open to parishioners on Tuesdays & Thursdays 10am until 12 noon – no appointment needed. The Clerk is 
more than happy to see you by prior arrangement if this is not convenient. Call (01934) 820442 or email 
clerk@banwellparishcouncil.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.banwellparishcouncil.org.uk/
mailto:lisa.stannard@newcreationchurches.org.uk
mailto:clerk@banwellparishcouncil.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/banwellparishcouncil
http://www.twitter.com/banwellpc
mailto:clerk@banwellparishcouncil.org.uk
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